Jewish Historiography during the Polish People's Republic (PRL)
Reaching the current state of Jewish historiography was neither a quick nor easy process. The generation of Poles born at the end of the 1940s and in the 1950s received no education on Jewish history from either schools or universities. Unless they knew about Jews from their own home environment, they were most often ignorant. This was even true with respect to the Holocaust. Textbooks and historical publications portrayed Jews as one of the many nations that fell victim to Nazi crimes. Indeed, the murder of Jews was not treated as anything special. The PRL authorities blurred the differences between the Polish and Jewish experiences of World War II, and the uprising in the Warsaw ghetto became the only acceptable symbol of Jewish resistance. At the same time, Polish aid to the Jews was emphasized, and an international, class-based interpretation was developed, according to which the Polish and Jewish left fought together against the international right (ranging from the Nazis to the Polish fascists). Few people treated this interpretation seriously, yet it was rarely challenged, and the "Jewish question" was almost never discussed.
In 1967-1968, the question was readdressed when nationalism and antisemitism became important elements of the ideology of the authorities. Official propaganda referred to Jews as "Zionists," and painted them as a symbol of anti-Polish activity. The new narrative, embedded in the tradition of the National Democracy movement, blurred the differences between the Polish and Jewish war experiences, accented the demoralization and passivity of the Jews towards their occupiers, recalled the Judenrats and the Jewish police, and highlighted Polish aid to Jews. 1 "March soiled Polish consciousness"-said Adam Michnik in the discourse Między Panem a Plebanem [Between a Lord and a Priest]. "It was then that the myth was created that anyone who claims there was ever a trace of antisemitism in Poland is a slanderer and an enemy of Polishness." 2 After March, the "Jewish question" became a banned topic, and about fifteen thousand Jews and Poles of Jewish origin emigrated. The Jewish community in Poland shrank to miniscule proportions, and its institutions underwent a deep crisis. Polish history textbooks rarely mentioned Jews; and when they did, it was almost exclusively in the context of World War II, where they were portrayed alongside other Polish citizens as victims of the "extermination policy of the occupying forces." The Holocaust and-to a large extent-the history of the Polish Jewish community were erased from Polish history. The censorship office in Warsaw did not have to intervene too often-around twenty writers and journalists of Jewish origin were completely banned from publication, and others addressed Jewish issues very rarely. In short, Jews disappeared from Poland.
Mirosław The breakthrough began in 1980, when the authorities lost total control over publications. As the "white spaces" in history were being filled, the history of Jews was increasingly addressed. 
After 1989
Over the past three decades in Poland, thousands of publications on Jews have appeared. Most of them concern short periods of history, individuals, and phenomena. The need therefore arose for a synthesis that would organize knowledge of Polish Jews and present a broad picture of their history from the beginnings of Jewish settlement in Poland to the twentieth first century. For a long time, there was no book in Polish-and only a few books in other languages-offering a comprehensive overview, or at least a more extensive treatment, of the history of Jews in Poland. One attempt at a partial synthesis was a book published by Jerzy Tomaszewski in 1993, entitled Najnowsze dzieje Żydów w Polsce w zarysie (do 1950 roku) The first version of this book was published in 1896 in Russian. Then, after several subsequent editions published in various languages, it finally took the form of a ten-volume work entitled Weltgeschichte der jüdischen Volkes, published between 1925 and 1929 in Berlin. Dubnow rejected the religious-martyrological version of Jewish history, and instead adopted a political and secular approach intended to aid the creation of a secular national identity for Jews and the theory of Diaspora nationality. He believed that the Jews, as a separate nation, should strive for cultural autonomy in Eastern Europe, and presented Jewish social institutions as a potential substitute for the state. This view, reflected in his book, is difficult to reconcile with the achievements of historiography today. -1989) , was from Tarnów. In 1929, after receiving a solid education in Vienna, Columbia University appointed him the first chair in Jewish history to be established in America. He was also the first Jew to receive tenure at the university. The first three-volume edition of his opus magnum was published in New York in 1937; the second, both corrected and expanded, was published as an eighteen-volume edition from 1952 to 1983. The sixteenth volume is especially important with regard to Jewish history in Eastern Europe, but it does not go beyond the mid-seventeenth century. Baron worked out and presented the basic theses of his narrative at the end of the 1920s. It is also worth noting that his writing style was very dense and difficult to read.
12 It also seems that he lost contact with the latest research on the history of Polish Jews near the end of his life. Ismar Schorsch, another prominent Jewish-American historian and theologian, wrote the following of Baron in a farewell article after his death: Sadly, Professor Baron had fallen out of sync with his time long before he died, in part because of the one-sidedness of the final ten volumes of the second edition of his Social and Religious History of the Jews abandoned the balance and integration of external and integral events vital to his own understanding of Jewish history. 13 16 However, the older edition of the book from 1992-Histoire des Juifs en Pologne du XVIe siècle à nos jours-was translated into Polish only as an abridged version. 17 Before a full synthesis of the history of Jews in Poland was produced, there were a few collections of articles devoted to specific time periods and the most important issues in Polish-Jewish history. Three of these collections deserve special attention. The first, The Jews in Poland, a selection of papers presented in 1984 at a conference in Oxford, contains seventeen texts by eminent academics such as Aleksander Gieysztor, Jakub Goldberg, Stefan Kieniewicz, and Israel Gutman. 18 Collectively presenting a thousand years of Jewish history in Poland, some of these are extremely relevant. For example, Ezra Mendelsohn in his brilliant essay "Interwar Poland:
Much more contemporary and easier to read is A History of East Euro
Good for the Jews or Bad for the Jews?" describes two historiographical "camps" dealing with the history of Polish Jews-one Polish, and the other Jewish. Of similar value for synthesis is a volume inaugurating the publishing activities of the Jagiellonian University Research Centre on the History and Culture of Jews in Poland, as well as a Festschrift for the founder and chair of the Centre, Professor Józef Andrzej Gierowski, entitled The Jews in Poland (1992). 19 Such a collection of synthesis articles can also be found in The Jews in Old Poland, 1000-1795, published by the Oxford Institute for Polish-Jewish Studies in 1993. Inspired by the opening of the Museum of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw, the editorial staff of Polityka re-edited the Jewish "aids" and combined them to form one large, popular science volume. It contains a timeline of Jewish history, a short bibliography, 48 concise articles, and 36 encyclopedia entries separated from the text in frames. Together, the articles form a chronological sequence, and the encyclopedia entries concern general matters related to Jews. Compiled in an accessible and compelling way, the volume contains numerous pictures, illustrations, and maps.
The text, which is divided into two parts-"Dzieje narodu żydowskiego" [History of the Jewish Nation] and "Dzieje Żydów w Polsce" [History of Jews in Poland]-resembles a colorful mosaic in which some elements repeat, and others are missing. For example, the article "Narodziny jidysz" [ ] is also very good. However, the author's treatment of earlier history leaves something to be desired. Indeed, he completely omits World War I, whose occurrence and aftermath had an enormous influence on the situation of Polish Jews. Likewise, the chapter on the interwar period could be less "annalistic," and more analytical. For example, it does not address why the "Grabski Agreement" between the Jews and the government never came to fruition, or why the death of Józef Piłsudski and conflicts surrounding the establishment of Sanacja (Sanation) had such a significant influence on the situation of Jews. Other chapters also could have been edited differently. For instance, only ten lines of text are devoted to the Duchy of Warsaw, during which the modern Polish-Jewish bourgeoisie appeared. Nevertheless, disputes about the proportions should not overshadow the fact that Szuchta's work should be mandatory reading for all secondary-school students in Poland. After a few small corrections, it should be translated into English. 1881-1914, vol. 3: 1914-2008 ). The work was very well received by scholars, who compared it to Simon Dubnow's epochal Historia Żydów w Rosji i Polsce. Yet for many readers, the size of Polonsky's book (2,024 pages), as well as its extensive and specialized approach, was an insurmountable barrier. So, in 2013, he published a single-volume summary of his opus magnum as The Jews in Poland and Russia: A Short History ("only" 648 pages). There is no doubt that this was a difficult undertaking. For instance, Polonsky had to condense the entire 492-page second volume concerning the period of 1881-1914 to 60 pages in the short version. In 2014, the short version was translated into Polish as Dzieje Żydów w Polsce i Rosji.
In his book, Polonsky managed to achieve several difficult tasks. Firstly, he presented all aspects of East European Jewish civilization, while conveying a sense of their wealth, complexity, and multithreading. Secondly, he proved that it is not enough to simply describe the history of Polish or Russian Jews in the context of the history of Poland or Russia; because in reality, the history of Jews is an inseparable part of the history of both countries, and the contribution of Jews to local politics, economy, and culture was essential to their development, and thus cannot be left out of an honest and serious analysis. Polonsky painted a tragic picture of the Holocaust, but he took care to ensure that it did not dominate the whole book. Interesting is his parallel description of the twentieth-century history of Jews in Poland, the USSR, Lithuania, Ukraine, and Belarus. Polish readers can compare how others "solved the Jewish question," i.e. what they did differently, better, or worse-both from the point of view
